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Liz Accles, Executive Director, Community Food Advocates 
Liz has spent her career in pursuit of social and economic justice and brings over 
20 years of leadership experience at the city, state and national levels. Community 
Food Advocates is the organization spearheading the Lunch 4 Learning campaign 
for universal free school meals in NYC.  
 
  
 
 
Bianca Bockman,  Community Healthy Food Advocate, NEBHDCo 
Bianca has nearly 20 years experience across a broad range of environmental, 
human rights, and social justice work, including 8 years of hands-on experience in 
urban agriculture and food justice. Bianca directs the Communities for Healthy 
Food Bed-Stuy Initiative at NEBHDCo - a holistic food justice project which 
includes cooking classes, cooperative business training and development, urban 
farming, retail work, youth programs, and more.  
 
Feliz Carona, Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs, Hostos Community College 
As part of his role as Academic Dean, Felix supervises the development of the new 
Food Studies program at Hostos—the first in the US at a community college—
including class offerings and concentrations. Hostos will be a part of the 
upcoming South Bronx Tour that CFF is coordinating this summer. 
 
 
 
Katia Chapman, Education Coordinator, Rural & Migrant Ministry 
Katia Chapman joined RMM in 2012 after graduating from Vassar College with a 
BA in Latin American/ Latino Studies and Education. Besides several internships 
with RMM, she has also worked on community projects in Poughkeepsie 
including the Initiative for Immigrant Health, and Let’s Get Ready, a free college 
preparation course. Katia represents RMM on the NYC coalition working towards 
adoption of the Good Food Purchasing Program. 
 
Drew Curtis, Director of Community Development & Environmental Justice, 
Ironbound Community Corporation 
Drew oversees a staff of fifteen at Ironbound CC in Newark working on 
community organizing, policy development, economic empowerment & 
development, affordable housing, neighborhood planning & revitalization, urban 
agriculture, and environmental initiatives. All of this work is grounded in 
principles of justice and equity.  
 

http://www.nebhdco.org/


 
 

 
Robin L. Dougherty, Executive Director, Greater Newark Conservancy 
For more than 15 years Robin has led the Greater Newark Conservancy, a non-
profit environmental and horticultural agency whose mission is to promote 
environmental stewardship to improve the quality of life in New Jersey's urban 
communities. Food-related programs at the Conservancy include a community 
greening program, community gardens and urban farms, a clean and green 
program for at-risk youth, and a youth farm stand. 
 
 
Tanya Fields, Executive Director & Founder, The BLK ProjeK 
Inspired by her experiences as a single working mother living in a marginalized 
community, Tanya Fields founded the BLK ProjeK in 2009 as a response to 
sexist institutional policies, structurally reinforced cycles of poverty, and harsh 
inequities in wealth and access to capital that result in far too many women 
being unable to rise out of poverty and sustain their families. The group was 
nominated for a 2011 Union Square Award and Tanya has the honor of being a 
Green for All Fellows. Tanya’s work will be a part of the upcoming South Bronx 
Tour that CFF is coordinating this summer. 
 
Yonnette Fleming, Community Development & Programs, Hattie Carthan 
Community Food Projects 
Yonnette is an urban food justice farmer and lifelong musician who is 
committed to advancing systems of knowledge which build healthy individuals, 
families and communities and provide community solutions to the issue of food 
insecurity, health disparities and social inequities. She has worked to grow food 
and advance community resilience to food insecurity through intergenerational 
education and operating food-based ventures in the Central Brooklyn 
community since 2003. Fleming has taught the Farm School NYC course for 
seven years and has led food system and structural racism trainings across the 
U.S. 

 
Michael Hurwitz, Greenmarket Director, GrowNYC 
Michael is the Director of Greenmarket, a 40 year-old program of GrowNYC that 
operates 54 producer-only farmers markets throughout the five boroughs of 
New York City, as well as the Wholesale Greenmarket, and Greenmarket Co, 
GrowNYC’s regional food hub focused on creating business opportunities for 
local farmers in the wholesale marketplace while increasing access to fresh, 
healthy foods in underserved communities of NYC. Through its initiatives, 
Greenmarket works with over 250 producers to preserve 51,000 acres of 
regional farmland by bringing the freshest and healthiest foods directly to all 
NYC residents.  

  



Fekkak Mamdouh, Co-Director, ROC United 
Fekkak came to the United States from Morocco the age of 27, working in NYC 
restaurants and finally landing at Windows on the World when it reopened in 
1996. As shop steward for the union at Windows, Mamdouh stood up for the 
rights of all workers. After September 11th 2001, Mamdouh initially led search 
parties for the families of the 73 victims who lost their lives at Windows, and 
then later was hired by the union HERE Local 100 to staff a temporary 
operation known as the Immigrant Worker Assistance Alliance (IWAA) to 
provide relief services to his fellow displaced workers and to the families of the 
deceased. After IWAA shut down, Mamdouh co-founded ROC-NY, the 
Restaurant Opportunities Center of New York, in April 2002, and then the 
country’s first national restaurant worker organization, Restaurant 
Opportunities Center United, in January 2008. ROC is now in 32 States with 
more than 13,000 worker members and more than 100 restaurants owner 
members. ROC owns and operates Colors Restaurant in Detroit and NYC.  

 
 
Simran Noor, VP of Policy and Programs, Center for Social Inclusion 
Simran is a senior level manager who works directly with the President and 
Senior VP. Simran’s primary responsibilities include programmatic strategy, 
planning, implementation, staffing, and evaluation. In her role, Simran leads 
CSI’s Program team who, in turn, ensure the delivery and impact of CSI’s 
programs. In her past work at CSI as Coordinator of Advocacy and Director of 
Policy & Strategy, Simran designed and facilitated dozens of workshops in 
collaboration with national and local community and government groups 
focused on applying a structural race analysis as well as specific policy issues 
including transparency and accountability, transportation, food and health 
equity. Simran helps to organize the Peas & Justice coalition in NYC. 

 
 
Jalal Sabur, Farmer and Organizer; Board, Soul Fire Farm 
Jalal is a co-founder of the Freedom Food Alliance, a collective of small rural 
and urban farmers, activists, artists, community folks and political prisoners 
who use food as an organizing tool. The Alliance started the VROOM 
Cooperative and Victory Bus Project to connect urban and rural communities, 
and to support families of prisoners with transportation to prisons in the 
Hudson Valley and a box of farm fresh food. Jalal is on the board of Soul Fire 
Farm, a non-profit family farm committed to dismantling the oppressive 
structures that misguide our food system.  In addition to running a CSA and 
food delivery program, Soul Fire Farm offers a Black and Latino farmers 
immersion program and an undoing racism farmers immersion for white 
farmer allies. 

 
  


