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Mary Abbate, Associate Executive Director, Queens Community House 
Mary oversees QCH’s Community Services and Senior Services programs and 
activities, including housing counseling and homelessness prevention services;  
family child care services; adult literacy and immigration services; senior center 
programming; NORC programming; social adult day care; food access and justice 
programming; volunteer services. Ms. Abbate has over 34 years of experience in 
community based social services, advocacy and organizing; 31 of those years are 
with the Queens Community House. Ms. Abbate is a founding member of Queens 

for Affordable Housing which advocated and temporarily achieved an allocation of 1750 affordable 
housing units within the City’s original plan for Willets Point. Ms. Abbate has a duel degree in 
Political Science and Sociology from Union College and an MSW in Community Organization and 
Planning from Hunter College. Ms. Abbate was born, raised and resides in Queens. During Mary's 
"off hours" you will find her either participating in a mixed martial arts class, swimming, jogging, 
or working on a jigsaw puzzle. 

 
Olivia Blanchflower, Director of Wholesale and Distribution, GrowNYC 
Olivia oversees Greenmarket Co., GrowNYC’s local food hub and wholesale 
distribution program, which purchases product from regional producers for 
distribution to wholesale buyers in New York City, and its related food access 
programs, Youthmarket and Fresh Food Box. Prior to the establishment of 
Greenmarket Co., Olivia managed the Youthmarket program, GrowNYC’s network 
of youth-run urban farm stands, and led other food access projects including 
healthy corner store work and collaborative buying programs. Olivia sits on the 
Farm to Institution New York State Leadership Committee, is a member of LEAD 

New York’s 2017 class, and holds a Bachelor’s degree from Sarah Lawrence College in Liberal Arts. 
 

Tanya Fields, Executive Director & Founder, The BLK ProjeK 
Inspired by her experiences as a single working mother living in a marginalized 
community, Tanya Fields founded the BLK ProjeK in 2009 as a response to 
sexist institutional policies, structurally reinforced cycles of poverty, and harsh 
inequities in wealth and access to capital that result in far too many women 
being unable to rise out of poverty and sustain their families. The group was 
nominated for a 2011 Union Square Award and Tanya has the honor of being a 
Green for All Fellows. Tanya’s work will be a part of the upcoming South Bronx 
Tour that CFF is coordinating this summer. 

 
Raymond Figueroa Jr., President, NYC Community Garden Coalition 
Ray is on the faculty of the Graduate Center for Planning and the Environment at 
the Pratt Institute - Graduate School of Architecture. He is also a 2017 Pratt 
Center for Community Development Taconic Fellow. In the past, Ray has served 
as an urban agriculture consultant and advisor to government and various 
publications. Ray is also Director of Social-Ecological Community Development 

http://www.nebhdco.org/


Projects at Friends of Brook Park, where he engages court-adjudicated and formerly-incarcerated 
youth in the Brook Park Youth Farm’s Workforce Development/Re-Entry initiative. As President of 
the NYC Community Garden Coalition, Ray is engaged in a systems approach to reclaiming the 
“Commons” as a vehicle for promoting community resilience and sustainability including food 
sovereignty via land use equity. 
 

Lynn Loflin, Teaching Kitchen Chef, Lenox Hill Neighborhood House 
Over five years as Executive Chef  at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, a 123-
year-old settlement house on the East Side of Manhattan, Lynn transformed 
their food services to a model farm-to-institution program, serving 350,000 
healthy meals annually to low-income New Yorkers, using more than 90% fresh 

produce, 30-40% locally sourced, as well as local grains and sustainably harvested fish.  Since 2015, 
Lynn has led The Teaching Kitchen at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, a training and technical 
assistance program designed to help nonprofit organizations to serve more fresh, healthy and local 
food – without raising costs.  To date, The Teaching Kitchen has trained 16 organizations serving 
more than 2.5 million meals annually.  In 2016, the New York State Health Foundation awarded 
The Teaching Kitchen their Emerging Innovator Award, describing the program as “poised to make 
radical improvements to the state of New York’s health over the next 10 years.”  
 

Qiana Mickie, Executive Director, Just Food 
Qiana recently became the Executive Director at Just Food. Qiana has worked at 
some of the leading food based non-profits in New York City with a focus of 
increasing access to locally grown and healthy food to diverse communities, 
fostering food sovereignty, training other community leaders. Qiana is also active 
in advocating for sustainable and equitable food/farm policies on the local, 
regional, and federal level. She is a founding member of the Peas and Justice 

Collaborative, member of the Alliance for Food and Racial Equity (AFRE), and serves on the 
Organizational Council and Diversity Committee of the National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition 
(NSAC).  
 

Tobia Neufeld, Key Partnerships Manager, FoodCorps 
Tobia has been with FoodCorps through its last four years of growth and 
evolution. Previously, she was engaged in a variety of human rights and social 
justice issues through her work with youth from food insecure environments in 
Canada’s Northwest Territories; as researcher for a former Canadian foreign 
affairs minister; and in Nepal where she studied rights violations of migrant 
domestic workers. Her passion for just and sustainable food systems first 

sprouted in her parents’ vegetable garden where she discovered that tomatoes don’t grow on 
supermarket shelves. Tobia earned a master’s degree in international affairs with a focus on human 
right from The New School in New York City. 
 

Martiza Owens, Founder & Chief Executive Offier, Harvest Home 
Martiza’s work has led her to establish a network of farmer’s market in low-
income neighborhoods across the city. Today Harvest Home, a pioneer in 
bringing farmer’s markets to low-income New York City neighborhoods, is one of 
the city’s largest managers of farmer’s markets in these areas. Her vision is 
fulfilled through the organization’s mission of providing low-income 
communities with access to farm fresh local produce and the education to 
achieve healthier lifestyles. For more than 25 years, she has been involved in 
some aspect of community- based planning, advocacy, environmental justice, 
economic development or public health.  



Jalal Sabur, Farmer and Organizer; Board, Soul Fire Farm 
Jalal is a co-founder of the Freedom Food Alliance, a collective of small rural and 
urban farmers, activists, artists, community folks and political prisoners who use 
food as an organizing tool. The Alliance started the VROOM Cooperative and 
Victory Bus Project to connect urban and rural communities, and to support 
families of prisoners with transportation to prisons in the Hudson Valley and a 
box of farm fresh food. Jalal is on the board of Soul Fire Farm, a non-profit 
family farm committed to dismantling the oppressive structures that misguide 
our food system.  In addition to running a CSA and food delivery program, Soul 
Fire Farm offers a Black and Latino farmers immersion program and an undoing 
racism farmers immersion for white farmer allies. 

 
Emily Stengel, Deputy Director, GreenWave 
Emily Stengel is the Deputy Director of GreenWave, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to training a new generation of restorative ocean farmers and building 
the foundation for a new blue-green ocean economy that creates jobs, mitigates 
climate change and grows healthy food for local communities. She leads 

GreenWave's programming and operations, and focuses on ways to bridge the gap between 
polyculture farming systems on land and at sea. 

Diana Robinson, Campaign and Education Coordinator, Food Chain 
Workers Alliance 
Diana Robinson has been the Campaign and Education Coordinator of the Food 
Chain Workers Alliance since February of 2012. The daughter of immigrants 
from Colombia and the Dominican Republic, she previously worked at United 
Food and Commercial Workers Local 1500, which represents over 23,000 
grocery store workers in New York. At Local 1500, Diana played dual roles as a 
worker organizer and the Food Policy Coordinator of the Building Blocks Project 

for Good Food, Good Jobs, and Good Health. She was a leader of the union's 2011 campaign to 
organize Target workers in Long Island. Diana graduated from Queens College with a Bachelor's 
Degree in Political Science.  She is currently pursuing a Masters of Arts in Labor Studies. 

Kimberly Wong, Program Director, Community Health Programs, 
BronxWorks 
Kim has worked in the Bronx for over six years, dedicated to working in 
marginalized, food-insecure communities that have a tendency towards poor 
health outcomes. In her current role, she develops and implements community-
asset driven programming aiming to increase access to healthy food and 
promote active lifestyles in the South Bronx. She also oversees a kitchen 
operation that serves over 31,000 healthy meals per year to children, youth, and 
high risk adults. 


