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Orion in Third Grade



Lessons from Orion’s Food Drive

⦿Growth Model

⦿Pounds and people are outputs not 
outcomes

⦿Kicks the can down the road

⦿Hunger maintenance not hunger 
elimination



Charity’s Scale

⦿200 food banks in Feeding America 
network

⦿61,000 soup kitchens and food pantries

⦿46 million people served

⦿$5 billion worth of food distributed



Toxic Charity

Charity is about the 

redemption of 

the giver not the 

liberation of the 

receiver. - Robert 

Egger

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqtnEP2g4n8


Food Insecurity Rates



Wages and Programs
“Government programs including social security, 
refundable tax credits and SNAP  are directly 
responsible for keeping tens of millions of people 
out of poverty.”

“Broad-based wage growth is the best way to fight 
poverty.”

- Economic Policy Institute



Nutrition Safety Zone

“We’re mainstream, rich 
and respectable and 
intend to stay that way.” 
– Gloria MacAdam, former CEO of 
Foodshare, Hartford CT



Who’s at the Table Matters
COMPANY NUMBER OF 

FOOD BANK
BOARDS

BUSINESS 
TYPE

Bank of America 26 Bank
Wells Fargo 26 Bank
Kroger 21 Grocery
Walmart 18 Grocery
Ahold Delhaize 15 Grocery

157 of 200 Food Banks 
• Of 2,586 Board members 
• 22% work at Fortune 1000 company or equivalent 
• 2 work at a labor union (.08%)
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FOOD BANK CEO SALARIES: 
DISINCENTIVES FOR ENDING HUNGER

NAME ORGANIZATION SALARY (US$)

Robert Aiken Feeding America $606,521
Jan Pruitt Nor. Texas Food 

Bank
$516,871

Jilly Stephens City Harvest
(NY)

$328,413

Paul Ash San Francisco 
FB

$294,061

Margarette
Purvis

Food Bank of 
NYC

$293,044



Walmart’s 2010-2015 Donations

⦿$33,109,309-------

⦿$12,525,000-------

⦿$9,682,000--------

$2.6 billion in product and $260 million in cash



⦿$

$9 million = 100 
million meals

https://www.ispot.tv/ad/wYYL/walmart-a-chain-reaction-song-by-joe-cocker


US Federal Food Programs

⦿SNAP $66 billion

⦿WIC $6 billion

⦿School Lunch $12 billion

⦿School Breakfast $4 billion

⦿Commodity Purchases $2 billion

⦿Other programs $4 billion



Center for Good Food Purchasing



Changes in FDPIR



Innovation: Foodlink

⦿Job training    

⦿Support local agriculture

⦿Immigrant gardens

⦿Catering business



“We are forming the 
Freedom 90 Union

because we want to 
retire from 

volunteering at food 
banks or emergency 

meal programs -
before we are 90 

years old!”

http://www.freedom90.ca/demands.html


What Can Funders Do?

⦿Create expectations of grantees around 

leadership

⦿Fund policy/organizing work

⦿Use philanthropy’s convening power to foster 

community dialogue

⦿Foster connections with other sectors

⦿TA for capacity building

⦿Peer to peer dialogues with corp. funders



Vision for Anti-Hunger Field

⦿Those most at risk of hunger have greater voice

⦿Food is a human right.

⦿Food banking builds capacity

⦿Charitable food is healthy and sustainably-sourced

⦿Ending hunger means addressing oppression.

⦿CSR means addressing core business practices

⦿Charity and federal food programs support economic 
democracy in the food chain.



Andy Fisher    @fisherfood #bighunger

andy@bighunger.org

Now available via e-
book through MIT, 

and at  independent 
book stores.
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