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S
cenic H

udson preserves land 
and farm

s and creates parks 
that connect people w

ith the 
inspirational pow

er of the 
H

udson R
iver, w

hile fighting 
threats to the river and natural 
resources that are the 
foundation of the valley’s 
prosperity.

 

O
U

R VISIO
N

 

The H
udson Valley is a 

com
m

unity of inform
ed and 

engaged citizens w
orking to 

m
ake the region a m

odel of 
vibrant riverfront cities and 
tow

ns linked by inviting parks 
and trails, beautiful and resilient 
landscapes, and productive 
farm

s. 



Foundational  
Legal Struggle  
The victorious 17-year battle that 
gave birth to the m

odern 
environm

ental m
ovem

ent relied an a 
variety of tools 

‣
forging effective partnerships 

‣
basing the case on the latest 
scientific data 

‣
keeping up pressure in courts of law

 
and public opinion 

‣
sustaining the fight as long as it 
takes



Protecting the 
H

udson V
alley’s 

N
atural Treasures

TH
E FO

U
N

D
ATIO

N
 O

F O
U

R 
H

EALTH
, ECO

N
O

M
Y AN

D
  

Q
U

ALITY O
F LIFE 

‣
expanding farm

land protection 
through new

 public funding and 
increased collaboration 

‣
launching initiatives that position 
the H

udson V
alley as regional 

m
odel for clim

ate solutions 

‣
progressing on long-distance trail 
projects that w

ill enhance the 
valley’s reputation as outdoor 
recreation destination.

Iconic view
s

Exceptional w
ildlife habitat

Productive farm
land

W
orld-class landscapes



R
evitalizing H

udson 
R

iver Com
m

unities 
SPARKIN

G
 PO

SITIVE CH
AN

G
E FO

R  
O

U
R VALLEY’S SH

IFTIN
G

 
PO

PU
LATIO

N
 

‣
reclaim

ing industrial w
aterfronts 

‣
im

proving access to nature 

‣
forging effective com

m
unity 

partnerships 

PO
UG

H
KEEPSIE

BEACO
N

YO
N

KERS



Y
O

N
K

ER
S

SAW
 M

ILL RIVER D
AYLIG

H
TIN

G



BEA
CO

N
SCEN

IC H
U

D
SO

N
’S LO

N
G

 D
O

CK PARK



IRV
IN

G
T

O
N

SCEN
IC H

U
D

SO
N

 PARK AT IRVIN
G

TO
N



TA
R

RY
T

O
W

N
SCEN

IC H
U

D
SO

N
 RIVERW

ALK PARK



N
atural Clim

ate 
Solutions in the 
H

udson V
alley

TARG
ETIN

G
 N

ATU
RAL AN

D
 

W
O

RKIN
G

 LAN
D

S TO
 

SEQ
U

ESTER CARBO
N

 
‣

67%
 of H

udson V
alley land 

cover is forest/w
oodland 

‣
650,000 acres of farm

land 

‣
7%

 of N
Y

 State is w
etlands, 

including 7,000 acres of 
H

udson R
iver tidal w

etlands 



A
 Strong Partner for N

atural 
Clim

ate Solutions

 
 

 
 

Execu
tin

g
 n

ew
 easem

en
ts w

ith
 

farm
s m

o
vin

g
 to

 reg
en

erative 
p

ractices. C
reatin

g
 reg

en
erative 

ag
 d

istricts.

Fo
u

n
d

ed
 T

h
e  

N
o

rth
east C

arb
o

n
  

A
llian

ce (N
EC

A
)  

A
 g

ro
u

p
 o

f farm
ers, 

lan
d

 m
an

ag
ers, scien

tists, an
d

 
p

o
licy exp

erts d
ed

icated
 to

  
accelerating regenerative practices.

Scen
ic H

u
d

so
n

 P
resid

en
t N

ed
 Su

llivan
 

ap
p

o
in

ted
 to

 th
e N

Y
S C

lim
ae A

ctio
n

 
C

o
u

n
cil A

g
 &

 Fo
restry A

d
viso

ry P
an

el

P
R

ESER
V

IN
G

 FA
R

M
LA

N
D

135 w
o

rkin
g

 farm
s  

&
 19,6

8
4

 acres to
 d

ate
$72.3 m

illio
n

 to
tal in

vestm
en

t

O
n

 A
p

ril 23 &
 24

: First co
n

ven
in

g
 o

f 
th

e C
o

u
n

cil o
f State G

o
vern

m
en

ts
jo

in
t m

eetin
g

 w
ith

 N
EC

A
. 

N
o

rth
eastern

 state leg
islato

rs/ 
Execu

tive B
ran

ch
 d

iscu
ss reg

io
n

al 
ap

p
ro

ach
 &

 fed
eral co

llab
o

ratio
n

.

In
vestin

g
 cap

ital to
 in

cen
tivize 

&
 assist farm

ers ad
o

p
tin

g
  

reg
en

erative p
ractices.

Scen
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d

so
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ed
 Su
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lim
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C
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 Fo
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viso
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O
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n
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g
 o

f 
th

e C
o

u
n
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f State G

o
vern

m
en
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jo

in
t m

eetin
g
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ith

 N
EC

A
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N
o

rth
eastern

 state leg
islato
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Execu
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ran

ch
 d
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io
n

al 
ap

p
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 fed
eral co

llab
o

ratio
n

.
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 d
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.



N
O

RT
H

EA
ST

 CA
R

BO
N

 A
LLIA

N
CE

Creating a M
odel for Sequestering Carbon from

 M
ountaintop to Seafloor



N
O

RT
H

EA
ST

 CA
R

BO
N

 A
LLIA

N
CE

O
ctober 5, 2021 M

eeting at Stone Barns Center for Food and Agriculture

PAN
ELISTS 

‣
R

ichard Ball, Com
m

issioner, 
N

Y
S D

ept. of A
g. and M

arkets 

‣
D

idi Barrett, N
Y

S A
ssem

bly 

‣
Leonard Jordan, LJ 
Conservation M

atters 

‣
D

avid Levine, A
m

erican 
Sustainable Business Council



Policy Strategies in Clim
ate and Justice Initiative 

●
Build Regional N

etw
orks to Support Clim

ate Resilient 
Farm

ing in the N
ortheast 

●
Reauthorize the Farm

 Bill w
ith a focus on regenerative 

agriculture program
s and their benefit in the N

ortheast 

●
Support N

YS’s Clim
ate Resilient Farm

ing Program
 and m

ake 
the Soil H

ealth and Clim
ate Resilient Act law

 

●
Support BIPO

C & N
ew

 & Beginning Farm
ers 

●
Expand the role of Soil & W

ater Conservation Districts 

LEA
R

N
IN

G LA
BO

R
AT

O
RY

 
Clim

ate Sm
art Farm

ing



Foundations of public policy goals and objectives 

•
N

E Carbon Alliance (N
ECA) m

eeting findings (10.5.21) 
•

Counsel of N
atural Resource  Results (lobbying consultant) 

•
Scenic H

udson’s Cultivating Clim
ate Solutions report (2019) 

•
Secretary Vilsack’s  Clim

ate Sm
art Ag & Forestry report 

(2021) 
•

N
YS Agricultural and Forestry Advisory Panel 

recom
m

endations  to the Clim
ate Action Council (2021) 

Clim
ate Sm

art Farm
ing



•
H

ouse and Senate PO
W

ER BRO
KERS and outside of N

Y 
w

ill set federal policy 
•

The BIDEN
 ADM

IN
ISTRATIO

N
 are gatekeepers to 

im
plem

entation of clim
ate sm

art polices 
•

N
YS AG

RICULTURAL CO
M

M
ISSIO

N
ER & SO

IL AN
D 

W
ATER CO

N
SERVATIO

N
 CO

M
M

ITTEE are vital 
collaborators for im

plem
entation 

•
The H

UDSO
N

 VALLEY’S CO
N

G
RESSIO

N
AL DELEG

ATIO
N

 
w

ill presum
ably support us, but need reinforcem

ent 
•

N
ATIO

N
AL O

RG
AN

IZATIO
N

S can open doors and am
plify 

our m
essage 

•
Com

m
on cause w

ith N
O

RTH
EAST ADVO

CATES can 
broaden our netw

ork 
•

FARM
ERS AN

D FO
RESTERS can enhance our credibility

Pow
er M

apping Critical R
elationships



N
RCS CH

IEF TERRY CO
SBY 

•
N

RCS State Conservationist, O
hio - 

2004-2020 
•

Deputy State Conservationist, Idaho 
•

Assistant State Conservationist for Field 
O

perations, M
issouri 

•
Area Resource  Conservationist, Iow

a 
•

A
lcorn S

tate U
niversity, B

S
 A

gricultural 
E

ducation 

Exam
ples of Critical R

elationships on the Pow
er M

ap

CO
N

G
RESSM

A
N

 DAVID SCOTT (D, G
A

) 

•
Chairm

an, H
ouse Agricultural Com

m
ittee 

•
N

ATO
 P

arliam
entary A

ssem
bly 

•
D

ean R
usk C

enter / U
niversity of G

eorgia 
•

A
lpha P

hi A
lpha (B

eta N
u), a M

ason and 
a M

em
ber of the 100 B

lack M
en of 

A
tlanta, Inc.  

•
W

harton School of Finance, M
BA, 1969 

•
Florida A&M

 University, BA, 1967 
•

M
arriage: A

lfredia A
aron S

cott 

US SEN
ATO

R DEBBIE STA
BEN

O
W

 (D, M
I) 

•
Chairw

om
an, Senate Agricultural 

Com
m

ittee 
•

M
ichigan State University 

•
G

raduate of M
ichigan State University 

•
M

em
ber, United M

ethodist Church 
•

Form
er m

arriages: Dennis Stabenow
, Tom

 
Athans (Co-founder Dem

ocracy Radio, 
form

er Executive  VP Air Am
erica 

•
Cam

eo appearance in Batm
an v. Superm

an: 
Daw

n of Justice (and a big supporter of the 
film

 industry!) 



C&EJ Initiative: 
A

dvancing Clim
ate Sm

art A
griculture at M

ultiple Levels

O
pportunities & Challenges 

•
T

he SCIEN
CE show

s that crop m
anagem

ent practices  have great 
potential to m

itigate clim
ate change, but there is m

uch yet to be 
understood, especially regarding m

easurem
ent & verification 

•
T

he ECO
N

O
M

ICS of agriculture in the H
udson V

alley m
eans that 

new
 practices and techniques can be challenging for farm

ers to 
adopt, but the opportunity for transform

ation is huge, if w
e can 

m
obilize capital 

•
Existing G

OV
ER

N
M

EN
T

 PR
O

GR
A

M
S largely protect existing 

production system
s and w

ill yield dim
inishing returns as clim

ate 
changes negatively im

pacts production, w
hile these sam

e 
program

s are not designed to trigger transform
ative farm

ing 
practices


