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A 20 Year Plan for 100% Regen Ag in Sonoma County

● Context: Sonoma is experiencing severe drought and 
wildfire challenges and their Climate Mobilization Strategy 
includes Ag Carbon Sequestration. 

Provisional● Scoping Plan from Carbon Cycle Institute targets 250,000 acres of                  
carbon farming, which could sequester 18M tons of CO2e (650k total acres).

● Long Term Goal: Funding for the transition of ~34,000 acres per year at $1000/acre
○ 1% from the restaurant industry: $8M/year
○ 1% from the wine industry: $12M/year
○ $5/month opt-out on trash bills (90%): $10M/year
○ 1% from Transient Occupancy Tax: $4M/year

● Sonoma Stakeholders: Carbon Cycle Institute (CCI), Regional Climate Protection 
Authority, Straus Creamery, 99% of wine acreage certified as “sustainable.”



Improving the Grid of Food: Collective Action to Scale Change on Acres

● Zero Foodprint and policy makers across CA and CO are inspired by the shift to renewable energy in over 100 
cities & countries. We are applying the CCA model to food and farming to enable structural change.

● Just as a utilities company improves the grid by giving citizens a way to to fund a solar/wind farm, businesses 
can add 1% to purchases or waste haulers can add $5 to each month’s bill to fund local carbon farming.  

A few cents per purchase 
or $5 per month on waste 
hauling bills 

adds up to big investments
In soil and more acres of
regenerative farming.

by restoring 
carbon
in the soil,

We can restore 
underground 
ecosystems

which removes it 
from the 
atmosphere.

This improves our 
food and restores 
our climate. 



Business Leaders Opt-In. Every Purchase is Part of the Climate Solution

ZFP businesses send 1% of sales. Many 
restaurants accomplish this at $0 cost by 
adding a simple opt-out fee. A 1% 
contribution from the NY restaurant industry 
would generate $500M per year (2019 data).

Since January 2020, ZFP has 
awarded over $550K to 31 carbon 
farming projects in CA, expected to 
remove 18,000 tons of CO2e from 
the atmosphere.
 

This is equivalent to not burning 2M 
gallons of gas!
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Restore: A System to Optimize Climate Benefit Per Dollar 
Farmers and Trusted Conservation Experts submit a Grant Request/Competitive Bid.
ZFP divides the THE TOTAL COST by the TOTAL CARBON BENEFIT to find THE BEST CLIMATE ROI. 

EXCERPT FROM 
GRANT 

DATABASE
(SORRY TO GET IN THE WEEDS!) 
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Restore Northeast: Expansion Plans

Zero Foodprint is currently gathering stakeholders 
around a Restore Northeast program: 

Cool Farm Alliance
OpenTEAM
Three Rivers Farm Alliance
Regenerative Food Network 
Stonyfield Organic
Glynwood Center for Regional Food & Farming

James Beard Foundation
NYS Assemblymember Didi Barrett

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Regional Conservation Districts

We plan to launch in 2022 with 25-50 member 
businesses and farm projects across the Northeast.
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Calls to Action
Policy-Makers

● Scale up municipal compost programs
● Elevate regenerative agriculture into the sphere of 

renewable energy--it’s both a bigger climate 
opportunity and creates more local benefits.

Individuals
Compost!!!                 Watch Kiss the Ground                  Buy from regenerative farmers
Read Project Drawdown and All We Can Save                Send $10/month to carbon farming

Funders
● ZFP is raising $100k to help farmers in the region apply                                          

compost, plant cover crops, and other regenerative practices.
● Community Compost Co. can use $300k to build an on-farm compost facility to transform  

20,000 Cubic Yards of food scraps into enough compost for over 3000 acres of farmland. 



Thank you!

Appendix

www.zerofoodprint.org   anthony@zerofoodprint.org   @zerofoodprint
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(Solution Potential from Plausible Rates of Adoption)  The Opportunity: Just 1% of GDP Each Year Could Lower Global Temperatures

Project Drawdown estimates that we can solve the climate crisis by reducing and removing ~1 trillion tons of GHG from the 
atmosphere by 2050. This global effort will cost $29 Trillion dollars--just 1% of GDP.

Zero Foodprint is establishing a circular economy in the food system to scale regenerative agriculture, a.k.a.carbon farming.  

Source: IPCC (2014) & Global Carbon Project (2019)

Each $1 invested in Regenerative Cropping and Managed Grazing 
provides $40 in benefit--improved resilience, water conservation, 
nutrient density, farmer prosperity and carbon removal. 



New 
Science
Using USDA Soil 
Databases 
experts can 
estimate how 
many tons of  
carbon certain 
farming practices 
will remove from 
the atmosphere. 

Tresch Dairy 
requested only 
$20,000 for this 
project, saving 
$7600, relative 
to the CDFA 
grant program. 

Instead of a set 
price, Restore 
CA uses a 
competitive bid 
to optimize ROI.

Restore CA’s actual 
compost 
application project 
at Tresch Dairy in 
Sonoma. 

Screen Capture from

COMET-Planner.com


