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WHAT IS A FOOD POLICY COUNCIL?

An organized group of people from 
various sectors that may be sanctioned by 
a government body or may exist 
independently of government, which works 
to address food systems issues and 
needs at the local (city/municipality or 
county), state/provincial, regional or tribal 
nations levels though policy, programs and 
partnerships. 

Selected Sample of Food Policy Council Initiatives
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Count of FPCs active at the end of 2022 (n=539)

ACTIVE FPCs SINCE 2000



COVERAGE OF FPCs BY STATE POPULATION

Calancie L, Pan Y, Bassarab K, 
Cooksey-Stowers K, Palmer A, Eliasziw M. 
Association between Local Food Policy 
Council Coverage and Longitudinal 
Household Food Insufficiency During 
COVID-19, Stratified by Race, Ethnicity, 
and Income. Under review



IMPACT OF FPCs 

Evidence consistently shows that 
regions with active FPCs and supportive 
food policies experience significant 
improvements in access to healthy 
foods, regardless of population size, 
geography, poverty rates, or 
demographics.1 

During crises like the COVID-19 
pandemic, FPCs proved to be lifelines, 
mobilizing emergency food access and 
leveraging partnerships for rapid, 
compassionate problem-solving.

Baltimore Food Policy Initiative

1 Lange, S., Calancie, L., Onufrak, S., Reddy, K., Palmer, A., & Lowry Warnock, A. (n.d.). Associations 
between Food Policy Councils and Policies That Support Healthy Food Access: A National Survey of 
Community Policy Supports. Nutrients, 13(2). 10.3390/nu13020683



ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

Percent of FPCs by organizational structure, 2025 (n=214)
Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future biennial FPC census (2025). 



ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN FPCs

Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future biennial FPC census (2025). 



ANNUAL BUDGET OF FPCs

Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future biennial FPC census (2025). 



FUNDING SOURCE OF FPCs

Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future biennial FPC census (2025). 



FEDERAL FUNDING STATUS OF FPCs

Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future biennial FPC census (2025). 



CHANGES TO FPC WORK BASED ON 
THE CURRENT CLIMATE

Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future biennial FPC census (2025). 



ADVOCACY ACTIONS OF FPCs 

Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future biennial FPC census (2025). 



FPN exists to empower, connect and serve FPCs that believe in building collective 
power, are committed to changing local and state policy, and center just and 
restorative food systems in their work. 
FPN is currently prioritizing five core network functions:
▪ Capacity building by building leadership and convening skills and holding space 

to collaborate and learn from one another. 
▪ Policy incubation to empower FPCs to lead and support strategic and 

community-driven advocacy for policies at the city, county, state, Tribal and 
federal levels.

▪ Convening FPCs together to build relationships across scales, and foster 
networks of FPCs at various scales, like state or regional.

▪ Information management for resources, data, and research on FPCs.
▪ Administrative and financial commons to provide fiscal and administrative 

support to FPCs in development or transition.


